

CITY OF AUBURN

CITY COUNCIL

BUSINESS MEETING in Council Chambers

FOR

September 7, 2017  
Present:
Mayor :

Linda Blechinger


Council Member:
Peggy Langley





Council Member:
Bob Vogel





Council Member:
Bill Ackworth





Council Member:
Jay Riemenschneider

City Staff in Attendance:
City Administrator Ron Griffith, Joyce Brown, Chief Moulder, Alex Mitchem, Dan Pruehs, Iris Akridge, Michelle Walker, Officer Irizarry, Sgt. Scott, Officer Evans, Julie Shuman, Lt. Hodge, Officer Willis, Joe Moravec, Cpl. Blocker, Sgt. Pharr, Sgt. Waller, Jack Wilson
Mayor Blechinger called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Pastor Westberg gave the invocation.




Pastor Westberg led the pledge to the flag.

Item:  Public Hearing for the Auburn-Gwinnett County Millage Rate 

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to open the Public Hearing for the Auburn-Gwinnett County Millage Rate.  
Motion:  Made by Council Member Vogel to open the Public Hearing for the Auburn-Gwinnett County Millage Rate.  
Seconded:  
By Council Member Langley.  
Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  Public Hearing opened.
Joyce Brown presented.  
Mayor Blechinger asked for any comments in favor of setting the Auburn-Gwinnett County Millage Rate to 4.951.  
None given

Mayor Blechinger asked for any comments opposing setting the Auburn-Gwinnett County Millage Rate to 4.951.  
None given

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to close the Public Hearing.
Motion:  Made by Council Member Vogel to close the Public Hearing.
Seconded:  
By Council Member Langley.
Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  Public Hearing closed.
Council Reports and Announcements

Council Member Ackworth reported that the Auburn Carl Lion’s Club will be hosting a fund raiser on September 16, 2017 to raise money to help needy families in the community.  
Council Member Riemenschneider commented that it is a pleasure to drive on the newly paved Kilcrease Road.
Staff Reports

Copies of staff reports are located at the end of this document. Chief Moulder thanked the following for their support and donations to the Canine Program:  Sgt. Scott and all of the Police Officers, Sonja’s Mobile Grooming, Hi-Tek Naturals, Auburn Citizens Police Academy Alumni, Boise Cascade, Jacky Jones Ford Dealership, and Melanie Spillers.  Chief swore in Officer Michael Irizarry.  Officer Irizarry has over 20 years of law enforcement experience, a Master’s degree in Public Administration, is a certified Training Instructor, and is fluent in English and Spanish.   Julia Simpson from the Winder Library gave the monthly report in Bel Outwater’s absence.  Julia reported that Auburn’s Library numbers have increased tremendously due to the Winder Library being closed for renovations.  She announced that Auburn Library has new hours of operation starting September 5th: M – Th 10:00AM to 7:00PM and Fri. – Sat. 10:00AM to 5:00PM.  Julia thanked the Auburn Library for everything that they have done and continue to do for the Winder patrons due to the Winder Library being closed.  She said that the Auburn Library is doing a Fantastic Job!  Iris Akridge announced that the Kilcrease Road Paving Project has been completed.  Iris also announced that the Honeysuckle Terrace Stormwater Improvements Project/Paving has been completed; an extended appreciation to Darrell Greeson, Baldwin Paving and Blount Construction.  She introduced Joe Moravec, the new Stormwater Coordinator.  Iris gave an update on Hurricane Irma.  Alex Mitchem announced that The Auburn Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on September 20, 2017 at 6:00PM and the Auburn City Council will hold a public hearing on October 5, 2017 at 6:00PM.  Both meeting will be in the Council Chambers, 1361 Fourth Avenue, Auburn, Georgia for the following matter and for other purposes:  Annexation and Rezoning for Cronic Town Road and Annexation of Harmony Grove United Methodist Church of the Way, Inc.  Joyce Brown announced that there would not be an election on November 7, 2017 due to the incumbents qualified for office unopposed and the individual did not acquire the needed signatures for the Liquor License Petition.               
The following staff reports were given: Police Department - Chief Moulder, Library – Julia Simpson from Winder Library, Public Works and Stormwater - Iris Akridge, Parks & Leisure – Dan Pruehs, Community Development - Alex Mitchem, City Clerk - Joyce Brown, Administration - Ron Griffith
Item:
Citizen Comments on Agenda Items
Mayor Blechinger asked for any Citizens comments for items on tonight’s agenda.  

None were given

Item:
Consent Agenda
Mayor Blechinger asked if any of the consent agenda items needed to be removed for further discussion.
None were given
Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to approve the Consent Agenda:

       August 3, 2017 – Business Meeting Minutes 
       August 15, 2017 – Special Called Budget Meeting Minutes 

       August 17, 2017 – Workshop Meeting Minutes

       August 31, 2017 – FY 2018 Budget Public Hearing Minutes

       POW/MIA Proclamation
       Gwinnett County Millage Rate 
       Part-Time Administrative Assistant 
       K-9 Police Program

       K-9 Policy

       Radarsign Purchase

       Auburn Center HVAC Bids

       Comprehensive Plan
Motion:
Made by Council Member Langley to approve the Consent Agenda. 

Seconded:
By Council Member Riemenschneider.        
Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.   There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  
Item:
FY 2018 Budget   
Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to approve Ordinance #17-006 for the FY 2018 Budget in the amounts of $4,934,408.11 for revenue and $4,923,574.11 for expenditures.    
Motion:
Made by Council Member Langley to approve Ordinance #17-006 for the FY 2018 Budget in the amounts of $4,934,408.11 for revenue and $4,923,574.11 for expenditures.       
Seconded:
By Council Member Ackworth.        
Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.   There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  

Citizen Comments:  Mayor Blechinger asked for any Citizens Comments.
Carlton Johnson voiced his concerns about not being immediately placed on the Agenda to discuss the removal of the speed bump on Carter Road.  Mr. Johnson also stressed his concerns regarding speeders and people throwing out trash on Carter Road.  Mayor Blechinger let Mr. Johnson know that the speed bump discussion will be placed on the Agenda for the next Workshop Meeting. 
Item:  Executive Session – Litigation, Property, and Personnel 
Motion:

Made by Council Member Vogel to go into Executive Session for Litigation, Property, and Personnel.  

Seconded:
By Council Member Langley.        
Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.  There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.

Jack Wilson:  “During Executive Session the Council met to discuss litigation, property, and personnel.  There were no votes taken and no evidence received in the Executive Session.  The original affidavit and resolution have been signed and I will give them to the clerk to be included in the minutes.”
ADJOURN:  Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to adjourn.
Motion:  
Made by Council Member Vogel to adjourn.
Seconded: 
 By Council Member Langley.
Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Read and approved this _________ Day of October 2017 
Attest:

___________________________________________________

Mayor Blechinger
MAYOR


Linda Blechinger





CITY CLERK


Joyce Brown


City Council


Peggy J. Langley


Robert L. Vogel, III


Bill Ackworth


Jay L. Riemenschneider
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